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LESSON OUTLINE

uLuke 3:1–6 - WHO WAS JOHN THE BAPTIST?
1.He was a man who launched the most pivotal point 

of history (v. 1).
2.He was a man called out of the wilderness (v. 2).
3.He was a man who preached repentance and 

forgiveness of sin (v. 3).
4.He was a man who cried out prophetically: prepare, 

make the paths of God straight (vv. 4–6) Continued…



LESSON OUTLINE

uLuke 3:15-18 - THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

1. He preached the Messiah’s coming (vv. 
15–17).

2. He preached many other things (v. 18).

Source (POSB)



Icebreaker Question #1

In what ways does John‘s life 
teach us about humility?



Icebreaker Question #2

How can you be attentive to 
God’s Word when you feel like 

you are in the wilderness 
because of life’s challenges?



Icebreaker Question #3

How can you incorporate
the practice of repentance

into your daily rhythms?
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To begin with, John the Baptist was a voice “crying in the 
wilderness” (Luke 3:4; also see Isaiah 40:1–5 and John 1:23). 
He was like the herald who went before the royal procession 
to make sure the roads were ready for the king. Spiritually 
speaking, the nation of Israel was living in a “wilderness” of 
unbelief, and the roads to spiritual reality were twisted and 
in disrepair. The corruption of the priesthood (instead of one, 
there were two high priests!) and the legalistic hypocrisy of 
the scribes and Pharisees had weakened the nation 
spiritually. The people desperately needed to hear a voice 
from God, and John was that faithful voice.

JOHN



The Life of John the Baptist

STRENGTHS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
•The God-appointed messenger to announce the 

arrival of Jesus
•A preacher whose theme was repentance
•A fearless confronter
•Known for his remarkable lifestyle
•Uncompromising

Continued…Source (Life Application Bible)



The Life of John the Baptist

LESSONS FROM HIS LIFE
•God does not guarantee an easy or safe life to 

those who serve him
•Doing what God desires is the greatest possible life 

investment
•Standing for the truth is more important than life 

itself
Source (Life Application Bible)



ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

John’s Job
uLuke 1:17
uMalachi 4:5-6
uLuke 1:76
John’s Declaration
uMatthew 3:1-3

Prophecy Regarding 
John
u Isaiah 40:3-5
God’s Perfect Timing
uGalatians 4:4
John’s Message
uActs 19:4

All Scriptures are NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV) unless otherwise noted



LESSON 
NUGGET

John was privileged to 
prepare the nation for 
the Messiah and then 
present Him to them. 
John preached against 
sin and told the people 
to repent. 

Continued…



LESSON 
NUGGET

He gave specific instructions 
to his converts on how to put 
their faith into practice. He 
was inspecting fruit (v.8), 
getting to the root of sin 
(v.9), and warning about 
wrath to come (vv.7,17). 
Would you accept that kind 
of ministry?





John came as a forerunner for Christ and a prophet to the 
people. He served the cause of Christ by baptizing people 
into a life of repentance and proclaiming the imminent 
arrival of God’s salvation. Throughout the ministry of John
the Baptist, he proclaimed good news, encouraged the 
downtrodden, and upset powerful leaders. Though 
Scripture is mostly silent regarding his time in the wilderness 
(see Matthew 3:4), he came from that place with a 
message that would change the world.

Continued…

CONCLUSION – PREPARE THE WAY



How might a wilderness experience prepare you to 
proclaim God’s message of salvation through Jesus 
Christ? These experiences may cost you; wilderness 
experiences may not bring you a life filled with the 
world’s measures of comfort, power, wealth, or honor. 
Instead, Jesus’ followers are called to follow Him and 
proclaim the good news of His salvation. In this sense, all 
believers prepare the world for the way for the Lord.

CONCLUSION – PREPARE THE WAY
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for Attending
Christian 
Development


